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Dis cip lin e of S tu d e n ts w ith Di s a b il it ie s

Students with disabilities are neither immune f r om the Pikes Peak BOCES (P P BOC ES )
disciplinar y p rocess nor entitled to participate in progr ams when their beh avior impairs the
education of other students. Students with disabilities who enga ge in disr uptive activities
and/or actions dan gerous to themselves or others will be disciplined in accordan ce with
their Individualiz ed Education P rograms ( IEP s), an y behavioral interventi on plan and this
polic y.

Nothing in this polic y shall prohibit an IEP t eam from establishing consequences for
disruptive or unaccepta ble behavior as a part of the student’s IEP and/or behavioral
intervention plan.

S u sp e n sion s, e xpu lsion s an d p rovision of  se rvice s

Students with disabilities ma y b e suspended for up  to 10 school da ys in  an y given school  ye ar 
for violations of the student code of conduct. These 10 da ys need not be co nsecutive. Durin g 
an y such  suspension, the student shall not receive educational services.

A disciplinar y ch an ge of placement occurs when a  student is removed for more than
10 consecutive s chool days  or  subjected to a  series of removals that constitute a
pattern of removal under governin g law. All suspe nsions that constitute disciplinar y chan ges
of placement sh all be ma de b y th e student’s schoo l district of responsibilit y, and not P ikes
P eak P P BOC ES  staff.

Upon the eleventh school da y of suspension or re moval when such suspension or removal 
does not result in a disciplinar y chan ge of placeme nt, educational services shall be provided 
to enable the student to continue to participate in the general education curr iculum, although 
in another setting, and to progre ss toward meeting
the goals set out in the student’s IEP . The student’s school district of responsibility, in 
consultation with Pikes Peak P P B OC ES personnel, including at least one of the student’s 
teachers, shall determine the educational services t o be provided to the stud ent during this 
period of suspension or removal.

W hen a student is ex pelled or subject to a remova l that results in a disciplinar y chan ge of 
placement, educational services shall be provided  as determined b y the stud ent’s IEP team 
to enable the student to participate in the gener al education curric ulum, although in another 
setting, and to p rogre ss t oward meeting his or her IEP goals.

P rior to ex pulsion or other disciplinar y chan ge in placement, the student’s parents shall be
notified of the decision to take such disciplinar y a ction and of their procedural sa fe gua rds.
This notification shall occur not later than the date on which such deci sion is made.

Man if e station d e te rmin ation

W ithin 10 school da ys f r om the date of the decision to take disciplinar y a c tion that will result 
in a disciplinar y ch an ge  of placement, relevant members of the student’s

IEP team, including th e s tudent’s parents  an d  r ep r es en ta tiv es  o f  th e  sc ho ol  dist ri ct
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of  r es po nsi bilit y,  shall re view all relevant information in the student’s file, including the 
student’s  IEP , an y teache r observations, and an y r elevant information provided b y the 
parents, to determine wh ether the student’s behavior was a mani festation of the student’s 
disabilit y.

The team shall determine:   (1) whether the student ’s conduct in question was caused b y, or 
had a direct and subst antial relationship to, the student’s disabilit y;  and (2)  whether the 
student’s conduct in ques tion was the direct result of the school’s failure to implement the 
student’s  IEP . If the ans wer to either of these two questions is “ yes, ” the st udent’s behavior 
shall be deemed to be a manifestation of the student’s disabilit y.

Discip lin ary ac tion f or b e h avior th at is n ot a man if e station

If the team determines that the student’s behavior was not a manifestation of the student’s 
disabilit y, disciplinar y pr ocedures shall be applied  to the student in the same manner as 
applied to nondisabled students. As stated above, the student shall receive e ducational 
services during th e period of ex pulsion or other disciplinar y ch an ge of plac ement.

W ithin a reasonable amount of time after determining that the student’s beh avior is not a 
manifestation of the student’s disabilit y, the stude nt ma y receive, as app ropriate, a functional 
behavioral asse ssment (“ F BA” ). In addition, a behavioral intervention plan (“ B IP ”) ma y b e 
developed for the student, as app ropriate.  If a  B IP  has alre ad y been developed, the B IP ma y 
be reviewed and modified, as appropriate.

Discip lin ary ac tion an d /or alte rn ativ e  p lace me n t f or b e h avior th at is a 
man if e station

If the team determines that the student’s behavior is a manifestation of the s tudent’s 
disabilit y, ex pulsion proceedings or other disciplinar y chan ge of placement will be 
discontinued. However, the student ma y b e placed  in an alternative settin g f or up to
45 school da ys  as dis cus s ed below or the student’s placement ma y be ch an ged for 
educational reasons as de termined b y the  IEP team or as otherwise permitted b y law.

W ithin a reasonable a mount of time after determining that the stud ent’s behavior is a
manifestation of the stud ent’s disabilit y, the stude nt’s IEP team shall:  (1) conduct an F BA of
the student, unless  an F B A has alre ad y been cond ucted; and (2) implement
a  B IP for the student. If  a  B IP h as  alread y been de veloped, the IEP team shall review it 
and modif y it as ne cess ar y to add ress the student’s  behavior.

S tu d e n ts n ot id e n tif ie d as d isab le d

Students who have not been identified as disabled shall be subjected to the s ame 
disciplinar y measures ap plied to students with disabilities if the P P BOC ES had 
“knowledge” of the stude nt’s disabilit y be fore the behavior that precipitated the 
disciplinar y action occurr ed.

The P P B OC ES is deeme d to have knowledge of the student’s disabilit y if:

1.   the student’s parent has e x pressed concern in writing to P P BO C ES

2.   supervisor y or administra tive personnel, or the student’s teacher, that the 

student is in need of special education and related services;
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3.   the student’s parent h as requested an ev aluation; or
4.   the student’s teacher  or other P P BOC ES perso nnel have ex pressed spec ific

concerns about the stude nt’s pattern of behavior directl y to the di rector of
special educ ation or other P P B OC ES supervisor y personnel.

If  a request for evaluation is made during the pe ri od the student is subject to 
disciplinar y measures, the evaluation will be ex pedited. Until the evaluation is 
completed, the student shall remain in the P P BOC ES ’s determined educatio nal 
placement, which can inc lude suspension or ex pulsion.

The P P B OC ES sh all not be deemed to have knowledge that the student is a  child with a 
disabilit y if the p arent ha s not allowed an evaluation of the student, or the s tudent has been 
evaluated and it was determined that he or she is not a child with a disability,  or the student 
was determined eligible f or special education and related services, but the p arent refused 
services.

Adopted: March 5, 2015

LE GA L REFS.:   20 U.S.C. 1401 et seq. (In d iv id u a ls  w ith  D is a b ilitie s  E d u c a tio n
Im p ro v e m e n t  A c t  o f  2 0 0 4 )
34 C.F.R. 300.530-300.537 (ID E IA  r e g u l a t io n s )
C.R.S. 22-20-101 et seq. (E x c e p t io n a l  C h ild re n ’s  E d u c a tio n a l  A c t )
C.R.S. 22-33-106 (1)(c)  ( d is c ip lin e  o f  s tu d e n ts  w ith  d is a b i l i t i e s )

CROSS REFS.:  IH BA, S p ec ia l  E duc a ti on  P ro gra m s  for  S tuden ts  w ith  D i s a b i l i t i es




